Although most of Wild Strawberry’s business comes from

Wild Strawberry has

been voted the Lansing
Community Newspaper’s
favorite florist every year
since they started, and
one of their designers has
always been named the
favorite floral designer.

balloons and customized Holt birdhouses. They can
also special-order gifts to meet their customers’
needs. And new this year is their website at
www.wildstrawberryflorist.com.

Holt and south Lansing, they deliver throughout the
whole greater Lansing area. They have expanded their
in-store selection to include gift items and silks, and
they also carry Holt-themed items, such as Holt Rams

Wild Strawberry Florist

Rex and Lynn Colbeck started their business in Delhi Township for a very logical
reason—they lived here! When they started the business 15 years ago, their son was
still in school here, which was another natural connection.

As Lynn put it, “We just decided we wanted to become part of the community. Not just
live here; we wanted to go into business in Delhi Township.” The community has clearly
welcomed their business, too. Wild Strawberry has been voted the Lansing Community
Newspaper’s favorite florist every year since they started, and one of their designers has
always been named the favorite floral designer. Doing business here, says Lynn, “has worked
out wonderfully for us. What makes us successful is the customers in the community who
support us. If it weren't for them, we wouldn’t have a business here.”

Quality, Affordable Senior Housing Comes to Holt...

Continued from front page:

Each unit has a balcony or patio. An
electronic security system allows each
resident control of visitor access. The
complex will be managed and maintained
by a full-time, on-site manager and
maintenance supervisor.

Jackson McDaniel was introduced to the
Township and its need for new affordable
senior apartments in 2002 by then-Delhi
Township Supervisor Serge LeDuc. Since
that time, says McDaniel, “We have had
unflagging support and encouragement
from the Board of Trustees, the Down-
town Development Authority, and Town-
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ship residents.” Ledy Engineering of Holt
engineered the site; architectural plans
were provided by ARRC Associates,

Rex Copsey AIA, of East Lansing; and
the complex is being constructed by

the Fryling Construction Company of
Grand Rapids.

McDaniel, an apartment developer with
36 years of experience, is very excited
about this community because it advances
his company mission: “to provide quality,
affordable housing for people who cannot
generally afford quality housing.” He

is proud to be able to offer seniors a
quality place to live at rental rates

commensurate with their income. “This
allows each resident to participate in all
the community has to offer, regardless of
their income.” While every apartment is
identical in terms of size and amenities,

76 of the units are restricted so they must
be rented to persons having incomes of no
more than 30%-60% of the areas HUD

median income.

The first 38 apartments, common areas,
parking lot and carports will be ready for
occupancy in August of 2005. The remain-
ing two wings will be completed in the
winter of 2005 and spring of 2006.
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The 7th Annual Holt Hometown Festival, to be held on Saturday, August 27, offers festival-

goers some new attractions as well as the long-time favorites.

New this year is a pancake breakfast sponsored
by the Delhi Fire Department, and a beer tent
sponsored by Two Feathers Road House. More new
events are still in the works, including a possible
“Holt Idol” competition.

Other highlights include the parade, entertainment
tent, classic car show, 5K run/walk, and a softball
tournament for 50/60/70 year olds. There will also
be a Corporate Cup competition, kids’ inflatable
area, business tents and vendors, a waterball
challenge, and a rock climbing wall. The day
begins at 8:00 a.m. and wraps up with fireworks

at 10:15 p.m. Event schedules and additional
information are available at the festival web site
at www.holtfestival.com.

The Holt Hometown Festival Committee and many
volunteers work very hard, giving their time and
energy to make the festival happen, but they are
always in need of additional help. The Delhi Down-
town Development Authority helps sponsor the
festival, and corporate sponsorship opportunities
are also available. If you would like to lend a hand,
please call Steve Anderson, president of the Holt
Hometown Festival Committee at 699-0467.

Community Business Officer Fills Unique Role

While Delhi Charter Township contracts with
the Ingham County Sheriff Office for law
enforcement, the Downtown Development
Authority supplements this contract to fund
the position of Community Business

Officer. Originally funded by a COPS grant,
the Community Business Officer position
began in 1996 and is a special assignment
through the Sheriff Office. Filling this unique
role is Deputy Dennis J. Hull, who serves as
the liaison between the Sheriff Office and
Delhi Township businesses.

The Community Business Officer is a
police officer first, but his special charge is
to investigate all crimes involving busi-
nesses. Deputy Hull receives from 20-50
complaints each month, ranging from
parking violations, abandoned vehicles, and
suspicious situations to counterfeit, B&E’s
and embezzlement. Although there are 450
registered businesses in Delhi Township, the
Community Business Officer’s focus is the
Downtown Triangle. This officer also orga-
nizes and presides at seminars dealing with
business concerns such as security, robbery,
fraud and identify theft. These are informal
events, often held in response to a request
from a business to train their employees in

a particular area. “Whatever they want that
deals with law enforcement, that’s what

we try to do for them,” says Deputy Hull.
“Anything to do with how to keep your
business from being a victim.”

Deputy Hull believes that businesses need
to be proactive in preventing problems,
rather than reacting once a problem has oc-
curred. In addition to offering seminars, he
helps businesses by checking their outside
lighting, security alarms, and video surveil-
lance systems, and works with the business
owner to ensure they are as safe as possible.
He feels the employees of a business are
more in tune with potential situations,
because the Township still has that “small
town” flavor and people know each other.

There are two reasons this program works,
says Deputy Hull— the backing of the
Township officials, and the support of the
sheriff office administration. “We have an
administration that is very community
policing oriented, and they’re very support-
ive of all community policing that is done.
They are truly committed to making this
work.” Sheriff Gene Wriggelsworth says
the program is “good for business, good

for the Township, good for the sheriff office

and good for Dennis.”

Deputy Hull has been with the Ingham
County Sheriff Department for nine years,
four as Community Business Officer. He
went into police work after 17 years in his
family business. “I had always wanted to be
a police officer,” he says. Born and raised

in Holt, he still

lives here with his /
family, and says
he is fortunate
to work in the
community in
which he resides.




Women's Expo Returns August 6, 2005

monies can be given back to the Township.
She adds, “I'd like to get more vendors
from Holt.”

Building on the success of last year’s
event, the 2nd Annual Women's
Expo will take place Saturday,
August 6, from 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. at the Delhi Veterans
Memorial Gardens.

Vendors who desire a space (10x10 foot
area with a 10 foot table and skirting) pay
$100, and provide a $25-value give-away.
Participants set up their displays between
8-10 a.m. and are required to stay for the
duration and clean up. Optional15-30
minute presentations on the amphitheater
stage are available to participants on a first
come/first serve basis.

decorating, community resources, and
education. There will also be food, fun,
entertainment, and prize drawings every
hour. After the Expo, there will be an
Arts Festival in the amphitheater, offering
entertainment open to the public.

Shelley Slee of Charlar Place and Mid-
Michigan Marketing & Event Specialists,
along with Carol Whitson of Mid-Michi-
gan School of Performing Arts, organized
the first Women’s Expo last year. They

are also putting together this year’s event.
The Expo is designed to bring together
women in business, and businesses which
attract women. There will be exhibits and
presentations on diverse topics of inter-
est, including health and living, financial,
leisure, cooking, beauty and fashion, home

Not only does the Women’s Expo bring
great exposure for participants, it is also
great for Holt because it brings traffic to
local businesses. “We're bringing people to
town from Okemos, East Lansing, Grand
Ledge,” says Shelley. “The vendors come
in, and they have followers. We're bringing
people to Holt.”

Opver 40 vendors participated in last year’s
event, and Shelley is working toward the
ultimate goal of filling all 200 available
vendor spaces. “When it gets to that point,
wed be giving back to our community for
sure,” says Shelley, noting that the Expo is
self-funded now, but, once profit is made,

CRRP Helps Chiro-Technology Replace its Sign

o

When an automobile collided with the sign in front of
his business on Holt Road, Dr. Walter Kittle of Chiro-
Technology, P.C., found out first-hand the value of the
Delhi Downtown Development Authority’s Commer-
cial Rehabilitation Rebate Program (CRRP).

CRRP offers rebates for businesses within the DDA

area which make eligible improvements to commercial

building exteriors, signs and landscaping. Owners or
enants making such improvements may qualify
i

for a 50% rebate—up to $50,000 per location.

A . When Dr. Kittle’s sign was destroyed in
& the accident, he looked to the DDA
L. and CRRP for

assistance. Working with Neil Osoff of Mid-Michigan
Business Solutions, Dr. Kittle purchased an LED display
sign. “Aside from patient and doctor referrals, signage is
the second best source of referrals for my business,”

Dr. Kittle says. “Replacing it was very important.”

Dr. Kittle obtained the required two quotes for a new
sign and submitted them to the DDA. Upon approval
by the DDA Beautification Committee, the sign was
installed. Dr. Kittle submitted the paid invoices to the
DDA, and within a short time received a rebate check.

“I very much appreciate the Downtown Development

Authority’s help,” he said. “If it were not for them, we
could not have done such a nice sign.

- It’s an excellent opportunity and I would

like other business people to take advan-

tage of it.”



Web Site Re-Tools to Better Promote Delhi

The current website (shown ahove)
has been up for a number of years.
The redesigned site will better reflect
the advantages of Delhi Township for
businesses and residents alike. It
will also be easy to navigate, and will
present an updated graphic

look in keeping with the DDA’s
branding efforts.

Holt now welcomes visitors with

attractive new signs befitting our pride

in our community. Replacing the

decades-old signs which had long since
outworn their welcome, the four new

signs are enhanced by low-maintenance

landscaping for year-round appeal.
The Delhi DDA initiated the sign
project and worked with local firms

to bring it to completion.

The Delhi Township DDA web site
has a big job to do—or, to put it
more accurately, several jobs. The
site must promote existing local
businesses to residents and non-
residents; to encourage new
employers to locate in Delhi
Township, and, finally, to appeal

to potential residents to live here.

In keeping with these goals, the Downtown
Development Authority recently accepted a
proposal to update the existing DDA web
site. The redesigned site will better reflect the
advantages of Delhi Township for businesses
and residents alike. It will also be easy to
navigate, and will present an updated
graphic look in keeping with the DDA’
branding efforts.

Jane Olney, DDA member and chair of the
marketing committee, says, “A web site is
often a prospective employer’s first glimpse
of what an area has to offer. In today’s busi-
ness environment, it is more important than
ever to take advantage of every opportunity
to make a positive impression.” Olney went
on to say that promoting the area’s existing
businesses and appealing to prospective new
residents is also important. “Our community
has a lot to offer: great schools, attractive
neighborhoods, and a thriving business
community. It is a desirable place to

live and work.”

The site is now in the early stages of being
revamped, and the new and improved site
is expected to be ready this fall. In the mean-

time, the current site is still accessible at

www.delhidda.com.




0n May 24, the Delhi Township DDA approved a proposal to create custom banners for
the downtown area. “Banners are a great way to identify and beautify the area,” said
DDA Executive Director Al McFadyen. “They also create a sense of community.”

The banners will be seasonal in theme, so different designs will appear throughout the
year. They will be installed on 50 of the 100 light poles which are already in place in the
Cedar Street/Aurelius/Holt Road area. The banners are expected to be completed and
installed later this summer.

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) promotes THE D.D.A. BOARD MEMBERS:
economic development through business attraction/ Howard Brighton
retention programs and works to foster investment within Kim Cosgrove,
the DDA district. It strives to increase the Township’s tax Z,Zsiif: ok Representative
base and strengthen the local economy while maintaining Stuart Goodrich,
Supervisor

those qualities which make Delhi Township a desirable
C. Howard Haas,

place to live and work. Chairman
Dean Hull
To contact us: Nanette Miller

Al McFadyen, Executive Director Jpasce Cliscyy

2045 North Cedar Street, Holt, MI 48842
Dale E. Ryckman,

(517) 699-3866 or (517) 699-3867 Secretary

Gary Smith,
Planning Commission Rep.

Vice-Chairman

Al.McFadyen@delhitownship.com




